HIST 573 Mao’s Cultural Revolution

Fall 2012
Professor: Guo Wu

Meeting Time: TTH 1:30-2:45 

Meeting Place: Arter 213 

Office Hours: MWF11:00-12:00; TTH 9:30-11:00

Phone: 814-332-4307 

Email: gwu@allegheny.edu  

Purpose

The Cultural Revolution (1966-1976) was a political movement launched by Mao Zedong (1893-1976) and it was considered by Mao as his great achievement only next to the foundation of the People’s Republic in 1949.  But it, on the other hand, was a human disaster that claimed millions of Chinese lives…Did Mao want to destroy his party and his country? This seminar is a critical study of the CR as a sociopolitical movement, historical trauma and collective memory. We will analyze the origin and process of the CR and the interaction of multiple political forces. Subjects considered include the thought and concern of Mao Zedong, the rise of cult of personality; student violence and state violence, anti-intellectualism and anti-traditionalism, as well as the social policies during the CR, and finally, its legacy.

Class Participation:  Attendance is an essential part of class participation, which will be counted towards your final grade (10%).  All absences should have official memo or legitimate excuse.  Over three times of unexcused absences will automatically lead to deduction of your grade. Students should come to class prepared to discuss the readings and issues, and feel free to pose questions and answer questions in class. 

Office hours are arranged for the students! You are welcome to the instructor’s office to discuss any points of interest concerning China studies. 

Assignments: Students are required to complete three analytical papers (20% each) and one long research paper based on student’s own choice of topic and independent research (30%). Deadlines on the syllabus are not “suggested” but seriously required. Any late papers without legitimate reason will suffer from grade deduction or rejection. 
Research paper: Each student is required to complete an independent research paper by the end of the semester.  Main arguments and findings need to be presented to the class in the last weeks. Students are to pick one topic from the suggested topics below and develop his/her own thesis and find sources outside of the class materials. Students can decide the interested topic anytime, but have to submit it to the instructor no later than October 4. Following are the suggested topics that the student can consider and choose from. Please feel free to discuss with the instructor about the topics. 
1. Propaganda art during the Cultural Revolution 

2. Promotion of hatred and making of class enemy 

3. Criticizing Confucius  Campaign in the CR 

4. China’s revolutionary diplomacy in third world countries 

5. China’s relationships with the USSR and the US during the CR 

6. The rise of fall of Liu Shaoqi and Lin Biao 

7. Terror, Torture and Red Guards Violence: the Death of Bian Zhongyun 

8. Suicide during the CR 

9. Youth culture before and during the CR 

10. Mao’s purge of the party compared with Stalin 

11. Jiang Qing and Revolutionary Model Opera 

12. Army’s intervention and the military in the CR 

13. Films about the Cultural Revolution: To Live, Farewell My Concubine, The Blue Kite, The Last Emperor   

14. Fictions, Memoir and Films about sent-down youths 

15. Mao Cult in contemporary Chinese popular culture 
16. Antonioni and Cina: Cultural Exchange during the CR 
17. Iron Girls: Women and gender during the CR 

18. The formation and fall of the Gang of Four 
Grading Scale:
A       100-97
A-       90-96.9
B+     89.9-87
B       86.9-83
B-      82.9-80
C+     79.9-77
C       76.9-73
C-     72.9-70
D+     69.9-67
D       66.9-63
D-     62.9-60

Books for purchase: 

Maurice Meisner, Mao Zedong (Polity, 2007)
Timothy Cheek ed., A Critical Introduction to Mao (Cambridge University Press, 2010)

Joseph Esherick et al eds., Chinese Cultural Revolution as History (Stanford University Press 2006)

Roderick Macfarquhar, Mao’s Last Revolution (Harvard University Press, 2006)

Michael Schoenhals, China’s Cultural Revolution, 1966-1969, not a dinner party (M.E. Sharpe, 1996)
Yang Su, Collective Killings in Rural China during the Cultural Revolution (Cambridge University Press, 2011) (optional)
Barbara Mittler, A Continuous Revolution: Making Sense of Cultural Revolution Culture (Harvard University Press, 2012) (optional)
Unite One: Understanding Mao and Chinese Revolution 
Week 1

Reading: Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait, 1-105

Aug 28   Chinese revolution in the 20th Century 
Aug 30   The rise of Mao
Week 2

Reading: Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait, 161-198

Sept 4 Discussion 
Sept 6 Discussion  
Week 3 

Reading: A Critical Introduction to Mao  Part 1
Sept 11 Discussion  
Sept 13 Discussion 
Week 4

Reading: A Critical Introduction to Mao Part 2
Sept 18  Discussion  
Sept 20  Film:  Morning Sun/ First paper due
Unit Two: Cultural Revolution as History of Struggle, Violence and Atrocities 
Week 5 

Reading: Mao’s Last Revolution, “Introduction” to 101

               China’s Cultural Revolution, 1966-1969, not a dinner party 2-27
Sept 25 The Rationale and Outbreak of CR
Sept 27 The Cult of Mao/ Image Analysis and student PowerPoint presentation
Week 6 

Reading:  Mao’s Last Revolution 102-169

   China’s Cultural Revolution, 1966-1969, not a dinner party 29-85
Oct 2    Document analysis
Oct 4    Document analysis/ / Second paper due 
Week 7

Reading:   China’s Cultural Revolution, 1966-1969, not a dinner party 93-233 
Oct 9  Fall Break no class 
Oct 11  Document analysis
Week 8

Reading: Mao’s Last Revolution 253-323
Oct 16  Visit to the library 
Oct 18  Discussion   
Week 9 

Reading: Chinese Cultural Revolution as History 1-123
Oct 23  Gator Day no class  
Oct 25  Discussion    
Week 10 

Reading: Chinese Cultural Revolution as History, 124-265
Nov 20 Discussion 
Nov 22 Thanksgiving Day no class 
Unit Three: Cultural Revolution as Social Change and Life experience 
Week 11 

Reading: “The May Seventh Cadre School in Eastern Peking”/“Science and Open Doors Educational movement”/“Health in China: from Mao to Market Reform”/ “The Collective Approach to Psychiatric Practice in the People's Republic of China”
Nov 27 Discussion  
Nov 29 Discussion/Third paper due  
Week 12

Reading: Mao’s Last Revolution 324-412
   
Dec 4 Presentation 
Dec 6 Presentation   
Week 13 
Dec 11  Presentation
Dec 15  final research paper due 
Note: The Syllabus is subject to change. 

