HIST 167 Modern China: 1800-Present 

Spring 2012 

Professor: Guo Wu

MWF 10:00-10:50
Email: gwu@allegheny.edu 

Office Hours: MWF 11-12; TT 10:30-12:00

Phone: 814-332-4307

Purpose:

This course traces China’s modern history since the late Qing Dynasty to current times, focusing on following major events: the Opium War, the Taiping Rebellion, the 1898 Reform Movement, the Boxers’ Rebellion, the 1911 republican revolution, the 1949 communist revolution, the Cultural Revolution, and the post-Mao reforms and.  We will discuss these events in their social and ideological contexts and examine how they shaped China’s past and will influence China’s future.  We will also discuss how Chinese people struggle between reform and revolution, tradition and modernity and how historical events made impact on ordinary people’s life. Course materials will help students understand the diverse experiences and outlooks among the Chinese individuals. Upon completing this course, the students will understand the main issues of modern Chinese history, and learn to interpret them from different perspectives.   
Requirements:

Class Participation:  Attendance is an essential part of class participation, which will be counted towards your final grade.  All absences should have official memo or legitimate excuse.  Over three times of unauthorized absences will automatically lead to deduction of your grade. Students should come to class prepared to discuss the readings and issues, and feel free to pose questions and answer questions in class. 

Office hours are arranged for the students! You are welcome to the instructor’s office to discuss any points of interest concerning China studies. 

Assignments: There will be 3 in-class tests, 3 reading reports and one final project that will be conducted by individual student and presented to the class.
Independent Research 
Each student is required to complete an independent research paper by the end of the semester.  Main arguments and findings need to be presented to the class in the last weeks. Students are to pick one topic from the suggested topics below and develop his/her own thesis and find sources outside of the class materials. Students can decide the interested topic anytime, but have to submit it to the instructor no later than March 22. Following are the suggested topics that the student can consider and choose from. Please feel free to discuss with the instructor about the topics. 
1. Xinjiang [Chinese Muslim Frontier] in the republican period 

2. Tibet, Dalai Lama, and the Communist Party 

3. Independence of Outer Mongolia, 1912-1949 

4. CCP policy of ethnic minorities after 1949: classification and autonomy 

5. Rise of Mao Zedong, 1921-1949 

6. Sino-Soviet Relationship, 1945-1969 

7. Sino-US relationship, 1945-1972 

8. Zeng Guofan and Hunan Army

9. Timothy Richard and modern China  

10.  Empress Dowager’s influence on late imperial China 

11. Yuan Shikai 

12. Establishment of the Household Registration System [Hukou] in PRC 

13. Deng Xiaoping and China’s reform 

14.  Mao Zedong’s thought on army and military affairs 

15. Modernization of the Chinese military since the 1990s 

16. Chinese Civil Society and changing state-society relations since the 1990s 

17. Internet and contemporary China 

18. Student protest from the May Fourth to the June Fourth 

19. The Great Famine of 1959-1961 

20. Youth Culture, “Socialist New Man” and Red Guards movement

21. Trial of Gang of Four, 1980 

22. Contemporary Chinese film: Zhang Yimou, Chen Kaige, and Jia Zhangke  

23. Revolutionization of Chinese Women in the CR 
Books:  (Available at the College Bookstore)

Jonathan D. Spence, The Search for Modern China (Norton, 1999)
Pearl S. Buck, Imperial Woman (Moyer Bell and its subsidiaries. 2004) 
Sun Shuyun, The Long March: The True Story of China’s Founding Myth (Anchor Books, 2006)

Oliver August, Inside the Red Mansion: On the Trial of China’s Most Wanted Man (Mariner Books, 2007)

Richard McCregor, The Party: The Sercret World of China’s Communist Rulers (Harper, 2010)

Grading Policy

We will use 100 point scale, in which three in-class, closed book test each weighs 20 points, the three reading responses each weighs 10 points, the rest 10 points are for attendance and participation, including the final presentation. 
Grading Scale:

A       100-97
A-      90-96.9
B+     89.9-87
B       86.9-83
B-      82.9-80
C+     79.9-77
C       76.9-73
C-      72.9-70
D+     69.9-67
D       66.9-63
D-      62.9-60

Week One 

Readings: The Search for Modern China, pp. 1-48. 


Jan 18  Modern China: reform and revolution 
Jan 20  Manchu Conquest  
Week Two 

Readings: The Search for Modern China, pp. 49-137  
Jan 23  Kang Xi’s rule   
Jan 25  Yongzheng and Qianlong 
Jan 27  China and the West                                                    

Week Three 

Readings: The Search for Modern China, pp. 141-191 
  

    Imperial Woman
     

Jan 30  The Opium War and aftermath 
Feb 1  Taiping Rebellion 
Feb 3  The Rise of the Empress Dowager Cixi 
Week Four 

Readings:  The Search for Modern China, pp. 192-242  

    
     Imperial Woman 

Feb  6   The Self-strengthening Movement 
Feb  8    Rise of Zeng, Zuo, and Li 
Feb 10   From Sino-French War to the first Sino-Japanese War 
Week Five 

Readings: The Search for Modern China, pp. 243-270   



    Imperial Woman
Feb 13    The 1898 Reform Movement 
Feb 15    The Boxer’s Rebellion and the New Policy reform 
Feb 17    1st in class test   

Week Six 

Readings: The Search for Modern China, pp. 271-313  

Feb 20    The 1911 revolution and the founding of the Republic 

Feb 22    Yuan Shikai and Northern Warlords       
Feb 24     New Culture Movement, WWI and the May Fourth/reading response due today in class                  
Week Seven

Readings: The Search for Modern China, pp. 314-374 


     “Mao’s military writing”     
Feb 27  The United Front and National Revolution 

             Feb 29  Nanjing Decade 


Mar 2    Film and discussion 
Week Eight 
Readings:  The Search for Modern China, pp. 375-458 

     The Long March, pp.1-100
Mar 5  Communist Revolution 
Mar 7  WWII in China 
Mar 9  Film
 

Week Nine 
Readings: The Search for Modern China, pp. 459-513 

    The Long March, pp.101-203
Mar 12   Film  
Mar 14   2nd In-class Test 
Mar 16   Founding of the PRC  and the Korean War     
Week Ten 
Readings: Finish reading The Long March
Mar 19-23   Spring Break 
Week Eleven 

Readings: The Search for Modern China, pp. 514-564

    The Party, 1-103
 Mar 26   Mao and Intellectuals 
 Mar 28   Great Leap Forward Film: Morning Sun  

 Mar 30   Great Famine and Socialist Education /2nd paper due      
Week Twelve

 Readings:  The Search for Modern China, pp. 565-617  

      The Party, 104-193   
April 2   The Cultural Revolution 
April 4    Film: Morning Sun  

April 6    Film: Morning Sun  

 

Week Thirteen

Readings:    The Search for Modern China, pp. 618-676     
       The Party, 194-273   
April 9    Deng Xiaoping’s Reform and its Crisis 
April 11   Social Change of China in the 1980s 
April 13   3rd in-class test 
Week Fourteen

Readings: Inside Red Mansion
April 16    Film: To Live
April 18    Film: To Live
April 20    Discussion 
Week Fifteen    
April 23 Presentation 

April 25 Presentation

April 27 Presentation

Week Sixteen 


May 1  Presentation/ 3rd paper due today! 
*The syllabus is subject to minor change
