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Shia village holds no promise for kids who do well in school, nor is the future bright for 
kids with ambitions beyond farming on fields too dry to provide anything more than 
minimal foodstuffs.  No additional income seems possible.  There are a thousand villages 
like Shia, some better, some worse.  Probably not many worse. 
 
The World Bank and International Monetary Fund say Ghana is better off than the 1980s 
and better than much of Africa.  National debt is down.   
Balance of trade is reasonable.  Inflation is under control.  Unemployment is tolerable.  
Nearly everyone makes more than the poverty level of one dollar a day.  Our hired driver, 
for example, a fifty year old with wife and three kids makes two dollars a day. 
 
But these are the measures the World Bank and IMF overlook.  Williams  
Odoru, driver, cannot make the rent this month and is threatened with eviction.  He 
cannot afford bus fare to take his three kids to church across town. 
 
Because so many villagers have moved to Accra, the capital, or Kumasi, or  
Tamale, those cities are expanding at rocket speed.  Demand from the cities for electricity 
now exceeds supply so current has become a privilege, not a right.  It arrives by wire only 
a few hours a day.  The intermittent electricity has damaged Williams' fridge, which even 
if it worked, or he could afford to fix it, does not receive enough power during the day to 
keep things cold. 
 
The wealthy have generators.  Great hotels run them 24/7.  Mediocre ones offer power 
from dusk to dawn.  Cheap ones...  feggedaboudit.  Poor people, even in the cities, are 
still cooking with charcoal produced by villagers in the bush who carry it on their heads 
to highways where middle men collect it.  Middle men make the bulk of the money.  
Clearing the forests to provide cooking fuel for cities is shortening the rainy season, 
depressing rural economies, and hastening the migration of farmers toward the city.   
 
Less rain also means the Volta River, backed up by the Akosombo Dam to form the 
world's largest man-made lake, is at a record low level.  The Dam supplies 70% of the 
electricity to Ghana.  That was when there was enough water to run all six turbines.  Now 
four are inoperable and the remaining two are running with water levels 4 feet below 
engineer-specified minimum level. 
 
By comparison, farm prices in Meadville, and a thousand villages like it from 
Pennsylvania to Wyoming have fallen so low that an educated or ambitious person, and 
especially his educated children, moves to the suburbs of Philadelphia, Phoenix, LA, or 
DC.  Electricity stays on, but only because we purchase enough oil from Nigeria and 
Saudi to power our plants.  Our power producers combine with cars crawling in urban 
traffic jams to change the climate so it stops raining on Ghana's farms and in the Volta 
watershed.  


