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Walking:  In rural Ghana it’s the only way to move.  Field, house, village visit, firewood 
collection.  Use your feet, carry what you need on your head. 
 
Bicycle:  Only in the northern and coastal savannahs did a significant number of people 
ride two wheelers.  Heavy, Chinese-made, 3-speed uprights designed for riding Beijing 
streets with the masses instead of African dirt roads.  In the north, dry conditions mean 
fields are larger to grow the same amount of food compared to the wetter south where 
plants can be grown closer together.  So fuelwood, schools, and neighboring villages are 
farther apart.  Bikes can be used to carry passengers or bundles of wood. 
 
Tro-Tro:  These are the box-vans that travel inter- and intra-city.  When I took one 
yesterday it was even more decrepit inside than out.  Nothing on the dash still functioned.  
No speedometer, gas, lights, indicators.  Everything under the dash was gone so the 
steering column was naked save for a few severed wires.  Seat cushions?  Gone.  Walls 
and ceiling stripped to bare, rusting metal.  Sliding door held closed – it was far too 
dented and warped to get closer than six inches – by the driver’s assistant with his arm 
through the missing window.  A braided green twine keeps the door from sliding off the 
back of the van when it is opened.  Helper leaned out the window hollering the route 
through this nose, “Rec, Rec, Rec!”  If Africa had ducks they’d follow the Tro-Tro call.  
Max. capacity around 15. 
 
Cars:  Toyota, Opel, Peugot, Ford, Nissan, Kia, Hyundai, Tatas (India), Fiat, Renault 
 
Other Cars:  Mercedes, Toyota 4 x 4, BMW, Audi 
 
Trucks:  Moving products from the coast to the north of the country or to land-locked 
Burkina Faso is tedious and costly.  Trucks are basin-type, rather than containers like 
North American trucks.  Wooden sides bulge like a caterpillar and the internal pile can 
get to be twice cab height.  About every 50 miles there’s a rollover.  People don’t get hurt 
because the trucks move so slowly.  They are righted by hand. 
 
Motorcycles:  I expected many more.  They are inexpensive to buy and run, but it’s 
illegal to use motos as taxis and I think the majority of Ghanaians can only afford tro tro.  
If you are wealthy enough for a motorcycle you can afford a car.  Motorbikes were 
common only in the north.  Maybe it’s a Muslim thing. 
 
Taxis are plentiful.  They suffer from things like cracked mirrors and failed lights, but are 
less battered, and more expensive, than Tro Tros. 
 
Air:  African skies are silent and clear. 


