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Green Fire Sparks a Community Gathering 
Executive Director of the Foundation for 
Sustainable Forests and Part- t ime 
Professor at Allegheny College, Dr. Annie 
Socci and Executive Director of the French 
Creek Valley Conservancy, Brenda Costa 
have worked collectively to put together 
Our Woods & Waters Film Series event.  
This free event includes three short films 
s c a t t e r e d a r o u n d t h e W e s t e r n 
Pennsylvania area to bring awareness on 
regional environmental topics and both 
organizations’ efforts toward environmental 
conservation.  On Friday, January 27th, the 

first film, Green Fire, played at the Economic 
Progress Alliance Building in Meadville, PA.  Green Fire, the first documentary ever about Aldo 
Leopold, went in depth about Leopold’s life and legacy in conservation.  Dr. Socci pointed out that 
Leopold’s iconic philosophy on land ethic is vital during this time, referring to our need as a society 
to make changes in how we view and exploit the natural environment.  Presenting Green Fire was 
especially meaningful because the Foundation for Sustainable Forests is founded on Leopold’s 
land ethic and particularly bases its practices on his quote: “A thing is right when it tends to 
preserve the integrity, stability and beauty of the biotic community.  It is wrong when it tends 
otherwise.”  Left open to the public, the film gathered families, Allegheny students, and 
environmentalists alike.  More films are set to take place on February 24th in Erie, PA and March 
31st in Edinboro, PA.  For more information, check out the Foundation for Sustainable Forests’ 
website at http://www.foundationforsustainableforests.org.

Deadlines for Summer Research and Internships
White River National Forest in Colorado Feb 15th
Southern California’s Summer REU program Feb 15th
NSF International REU in Community GIS and Citizen Science Feb 17th
Presque Isle State Park internship Feb 28th
LAKES REU March 1st
NEWBio Undergrad Bioenergy Scholars 2017 March 17th

Upcoming Speakers
Annie Socci Feb 24th 12:15 Carr 238
Amanda DelVecchia March 3rd 12:15 Carr 238
Elizabeth Dooley March 10th 12:15 Carr 238
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Grant for Carrden Greenhouse

Allegheny College has recently received a grant of $37,500 to construct a greenhouse for 
the Carr Garden. The grant comes from Constellation, an Exelon company, whose program 
E2 Energy to Educate is designed to encourage projects that enhance students knowledge 
of science, technology, and energy. The greenhouse is currently slated to be powered by 
solar energy and heated by extra vegetable oil from campus dining. Scheduled to start 

construction in May, the greenhouse will provide both food for the campus community and 
serve as an educational opportunity for anyone who visits Allegheny

ES 110 Shark Tank Winners 
8 am section--Gator Guide to Green Living on Campus for Freshmen 

Proposed by Amanda Ress Liere, Jennifer Gallagher, Alison Schmader and Merryn Spence 
This group proposed a 4 week curriculum to educate incoming freshman about waste 
disposal, saving electricity, water use and actions taken on campus to reduce the 
environmental footprint. 

9 am section-- Outdoor Recycling and Compost Bins throughout Campus 
Proposed by Luke Kellett, Alex Spiro, Karissa Coffield, Andrew Kirn, Wenzhou Yang 
The group proposed that students build recycling and compost cans to be placed throughout 
campus. 

For both groups we need to consider who is running the program or taking care of the 
recycling/compost cans.  In order to make these a reality there are lots of logistics to consider 
and approvals by various staff/maintenance people.  That being said we will ensure that 
money goes toward making these things happen.  Our sustainability coordinator heard all the 
pitches and she was excited about the projects, so as we move forward we will consider 
ways to implement both projects on campus. 
 -Professor Beth Choate

Outing Club Wins Big

The Outing Club was the winner 
of the French Creek Clean-Up 
competition and brought home 
$1,000. The money is being spent 
on new tents and camping 
supplies that are available for the 
whole campus to use. 


