
Elise Brownell, B.S., Allegheny College, M.Phil. and Ph.D., Yale University, made discoveries in genetic evolution 
at SUNY Stony Brook and continued her interest in comparative molecular biology at Frederick Cancer Research 
Facility. She expanded her facility with molecular genetics at Bayer Healthcare, where she played a pivotal role in 
directing discovery research in the areas of asthma, allergy, and immunology. Brownell also managed extramural 
collaborations for Bayer’s Biotechnology unit and was promoted to Director, Project Management, leading global 
cross-functional teams to bring Bayer biopharmaceuticals from bench to clinic. A member of the founding team of a 
venture-backed spin out, Aerovance, Inc., she led project management, and in 2008 co-founded ZephyrBiotech, LLC, a 
consulting practice providing project leadership, management, and planning to entrepreneurial life science companies. 
Her investment community experience also includes tenure with The Angels’ Forum (2012-2014), where she was 

responsible for managing all incoming deal flow and presentation preparation. Currently, Brownell serves as Executive Vice President 
of Operations and Project Management at Amarantus Bioscience Holdings, Inc., and is a mentor/advisor for entrepreneurial programs 
conducted through Astia, UC Berkeley BPlan, and the NCI/SBIR Investor Forum.

After receiving his B.S. at Allegheny College, Chris Daverse went on to manage government relations and external 
research programs for SEMATECH, a semiconductor manufacturing consortium in Austin, Texas. He later served as a 
senior consultant with Booz Allen Hamilton, where his clients included the Director of the Microsystems Technology 
Office and program managers at the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA). Daverse is now an 
independent consultant. One of his clients is the Semiconductor Research Corporation (SRC), where he leverages his 
expertise in defense technology, budget, and policy matters to advise SRC on forming new collaborative initiatives 
and public-private partnerships for research. Through Defined Business Solutions, he advises the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense, the Defense Microelectronics Activity, and other government agencies on the development 

and implementation of programs, strategies, and policies for assuring U.S. government access to trusted, high-performance integrated 
circuit devices. His expertise includes market and technology trends in military and aerospace microelectronics, reverse engineering 
and anti-tamper technologies, criticality of microelectronics to Major Defense Acquisition Programs (MDAPs), U.S. capability in 3D 
packaging and integration, hardware security and assurance, and recapitalization strategies for DoD semiconductor fabrication facilities.

Jo Ann Pacinelli, B.S., Allegheny College, is Senior Partner and Business Development Manager for Ecospray 
Technologies S.r.l., North America, a company that develops, manufactures, and services high-efficiency gas cooling 
and gas treatment systems for power, industrial, sustainable energy, and marine applications worldwide. Pacinelli 
has more than 35 years’ experience in international business development and management. She has served in 
diverse technical and commercial executive roles in the materials, electronics, and air pollution controls industries, 
both public and private. Pacinelli has also assisted numerous middle market companies with expansion, financing, 
and revitalization, and was instrumental in the successful launch of several start-up ventures. She is co-inventor of a 
mercury emissions removal process patent and has authored numerous published papers and articles in technical and 
trade publications. She founded and is President of eCapitalExchange, a boutique finance facilitation firm for middle 

market companies, and ecoLogicWorks, a marketing and distribution platform for green chemicals. Pacinelli is also an amateur fine 
artist and singer-songwriter. Her daughter, Letizia Jean Campo, will graduate from Allegheny this spring with a degree in Mathematics 
and Music.
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John Golden is Associate Professor of Economics, Allegheny College. He received his B.A. at Canisius College, 
his M.A. from the University of Connecticut, and his Ph.D. at the University of Connecticut. Golden founded the 
entrepreneurship program at Allegheny, and teaches an introductory entrepreneurship class, along with classes in 
microeconomics and macroeconomics. He has completed the Price-Babson Symposium for Entrepreneurship Educators 
at Babson College, a certificate program in teaching entrepreneurship using the Timmons Model of venture creation. 
He has served as a Big Idea Competition judge every year since the program was started.

Joan Pfinsgraff, B.S., Allegheny College, M.D., Dartmouth Medical School, is a consultant to the pharmaceutical, 
biotech, and medical device industries. Experienced in numerous fields of medicine and with an array of products, 
from small molecules, monoclonal antibodies, cellular therapies, hormones, and growth factors to regenerative 
medicines, devices, and diagnostics, she assists developers or acquirers in assessing new technologies and products to 
determine value and positioning. Pfinsgraff has also worked as Director of Medical Intelligence for iJET International, a 
travel risk management company, where she helped corporations manage through environmental threats, outbreaks, 
and scares related to SARS, H5N1 avian influenza, H1N1 pandemic influenza, tuberculosis, and Marburg virus. She 
developed a weekly newsletter to help managers work proactively to safeguard employee health and safety around 
the world. A member of the Varsity Swimming team at Allegheny, Pfinsgraff has regularly achieved Top 10 status in 

competitive swimming for her age group and has had the year’s fastest times in both national and world events. A strong supporter of 
the YMCA organization, she served as board chair for the Somerset Hills YMCA during its largest-ever capital campaign.

Prior to his retirement as a General Partner and Managing Director of Invesco Private Capital, Henry Robin, B.S., 
Northwestern University, M.B.A., Kellogg School of Management, Northwestern University, spent more than 20 years 
heading private equity funds. Beginning his career at Goldman Sachs, he became a Founding Partner and Deputy Head 
of Amsterdam-based AlpInvest Partners’ New York office. He later served as a Senior Partner with Copenhagen-based 
North Sea Capital, where he oversaw the opening of its U.S. office. Robin has held senior positions at Credit Suisse 
First Boston and the MacArthur Foundation. He served as the Chair of the Board of Directors for the Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC), the largest civil rights organization advocating globally for the LGBTQ community, and is currently a 
member of its Emeritus Council and Finance Committee. He serves as a founding member of the Finance Network at 
the Kellogg School of Management. A Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA), Robin served as the second chairman of the 

Institutional Limited Partners Association (ILPA), the professional private equity investor affinity group. 

Janine Sickafuse has been teaching at Allegheny College for 34 years. A 1981 graduate of Grove City College, she 
received her M.B.A. from Youngstown State University and attended the DBA program at Cleveland State University. 
She has taught Financial, Managerial, Intermediate and Cost Accounting. Other course work includes Business Ethics, 
Sports Business, Finance, and Cost Management for Non-profits. For 17 years she served as the Allegheny faculty 
athletic representative to the North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) and has served on the Board of Directors for 
Women’s Services, Inc., an organization that assists victims of domestic and sexual violence, for the past 10 years.

Lance Zingale, B.A., Allegheny College, M.B.A., Lehigh University, began his career with AT&T, where he worked 
for nearly 20 years. He rose through the ranks within the sales, marketing, and operations departments, and held 
management positions in marketing, operations, and customer care. Later he joined a call center management 
company headquartered in Colorado, serving as Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer. Currently he is 
Executive Vice President and General Manager of SYKES, a global leader in providing comprehensive customer contact 
management solutions and services in the business process outsourcing (BPO) arena. He oversees the company’s 
Communications, Technology, and International business, which includes management of the company’s largest 
clients, its U.S. operations, and all Europe, Middle East, and Africa (EMEA) operations. Deeply committed to giving 
back to his community, Zingale has served as a member of the Board of the National Industries for the Blind, as Event 

Chair of the 22nd Annual Tampa Signature Chef’s Event benefitting the March of Dimes, and as Executive Sponsor of SYKES’s U.S. team 
in the American Heart Association’s Heart Walk campaign.


