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Sailing on the Denis Sullivan with
Hermitage Middle School Green Team

Members of the Hermitage Middle School Green Team trave | VI

to Erie in the fall along with a special guest, the Lorax. The s [ 1
dents spent the morning touring the Tom Ridge Environmer_
Center. TREC is a LEED certified Green Building. The studeif—
| earned about features that b &
really enjoyed the view of Lake Erie from the tower. He decid

things really arendét so bad
TREC, the Green Team traveled to the dock at the Bayfronw%
board the S/V Denis Sulliva )J Ag s

flagship for the United Nations Environment Program, the US>
certified Sailing School Denis Sullivan, is an educational saili & $
vessel connecting learners of all ages to the Great Lakes, oc 4:~ —a
and our world of water through experiential learning and techr” *
o%y. The S/ V Deni s S-greation gfar
19" century threemasted Great Lakes schooner. The students
had the opportunity to help hoist the sails. They participate
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Recent Discoveries!

Hermitage Middle School Green Team Discover Giant Leaves

While conducting a survey of the riparian zone along the Pine Hollow Run stream that
flows behind the school, students found giant sycamore leaves. One student would find a
giant leaf then someone else would find an even bigger one. The leaves were from trees
that were planted by Hermitage students and volunteers from the Shenango River Watchers
in 2005. The tree planting was part of the stream restoration project funded by a Growing
Greener Grant. Students plan to further investigate the science behind the giant leaves.

Al gae from the Great Lakes found in Wes:s

When visiting their stream in November, West Mifflin Students were surprised to find algae
throughout the creek! They did what any great science students would do and took a sample back to
the classroom to observe it under the microscope. They identified the algae in their sitdatdoas
phora

Cladophorais a filamentous alga usually found along the coastline of the Great Lakes. In the
ear |l y 60 6 €ladophaaowtbreakdeacause of the increase in phosphorous in the Lakes due
to more people using fertilizers and other human activiGésdophorapopulation was controlled
soon after this but is currently a big problem for Lake Michigan. No one is sure what has happened
but one hypothesis is the introduction of zebra mussels to the Lakes. Zebra mussels filter the water
and cleared up what was once a very turbid lake. This creates a problem because now light can pene
trate much deeper and has encourage the growth of many types oCédgmphoraincluded.



