
Perceptions on Deep Shale Gas Exploration among A llegheny College Faculty and Students 

Political versus Apolitical Ecology: 
Political ecology seeks to describe the role of organized accumulation and 
distribution of resources Political ecologists operate under the presumption that 
economies and politics can describe the ever-changing relationship between man 
and the environment. The apolitical discussion phrases these problems with respect 
to factors such as modernization, population growth, and eco-scarcity. 

In the context of deep shale natural gas, the political arguments would be of 
economic necessity, in that the school needs the money in order to bolster our 
endowment or that hydraulic fracturing would destroy our green image. The 
apolitical reasons for understanding the role of hydraulic fracturing would focus on 
the need for fossil fuels to accommodate the needs of a burgeoning population or 
the waning value placed in the welfare of the environment. 

Subjects and Identities : 
This thesis understands environmental issues as products of institutionalized and 
power based management structures. It is not that people's beliefs lead produce new 
environmental actions, behaviors, or rules systems but that environmental actions 
behaviors or rule systems lead to a new kind of people (Robbins 2012). 
Philosophically speaking, this theory understands power as preceding to 
knowledge.  

In Texas, the environmentalists aligned with the hunters and ranchers against the 
industrial forces. There was so much natural gas drilling in parts of Texas that those 
who normally sided with free market industrial faction switched to the 
environmentalists as the land was being dominated by drilling systems which 
increased the chance of environmental disaster. Colorado was a completely 
different case, where the politics are more diversified and the economy is not nearly 
as dependent on oil (Davis, 2011).  

Degradation and Marginalization :  
This thesis seeks to explain why changes in resource management practices, 
changes in government intervention and increasing globalization lead to increasing 
poverty of marginalized groups and destruction of the environment.  In this case, 
this change comes from recent legislation that has opened up the Marcellus Shale 
for hydraulic fracturing in Pennsylvania.  This has led to the marginalization of 
local people who, except for a select few, are not being economically compensated 
for the destruction of their local environment. The key thing that make this thesis a 
reality is that the hydraulic fracturing and the natural gas industry are 
exempt/protected by several governmental regulations relating to environmental 
standards.  This destroys water, land, and air quality in the surrounding areas while 
not providing many people without any compensation. 

Findings:  
Throughout our survey we found similar trends in factors that 

Bousson Reserve. Those trends can be found 
within different categories: social, economic, and environmental. 

I .  Social  

community when voicing their opinion on the matter.  Along with that, 
the sustainability commitment made by the school was a huge factor 
within this.  
devoted to sustainability that is widely recognized for its sustainability 
initiatives. Drilling for natural gas at the Bousson nature Reserve would 

 

I I . E conomic 

Many respondents spoke of the potential economic benefits that could 
come from hydraulic fracturing.  One recurring thing that was seen was 
the benefit that Allegheny could gain from this process.  One faculty 

 

I I I .  Environmental 

Here, respondents mainly focused on the environmental harm that can 
come from hydraulic fracturing .  Specifically, people mentioned the 
degradation of Bousson Reserve when speaking of this.   A faculty 

equipped to handle the oversight of such activities. As a result, I feel 
that cheap energy will come at the expense of degrading our 

 
 

Discussion 
The data show that the general mood of the campus is against deep 
shale gas exploration in both the United States and Bousson natural 
preserve. This implies that in  general that the Allegheny community 
has a negative perception on the impacts of hydraulic fracturing. 

implies that the reputation of the school outweighs the possible 
economic benefits.  

Surveying the administration is a pathway to further research on the 
subject of the perceptions of hydraulic fracturing on college 
campuses.  Besides including the administration, another idea for 
further research is to include the Meadville community as well, so they 

frack
since it will be impacting their livelihoods as well.   
 

Abstract: 
Bousson Experimental Forest. The process of hydraulic fracturing has many externalities that result from the process, and bring up 

of whether Allegheny should proceed with deep shale gas exploration or not and why, a survey of 
ic factors.   

Methods: 
We surveyed 146 students, 66 faculty and 6 staff members at Allegheny to assess 
their perceptions on deep shale gas extraction. We asked respondents to select 
whether they agreed, disagreed or were undecided on whether or not deep shale 
exploration should be pursued in the United States in general and in the Bousson 
Reserve in particular. We also asked them the single most important reason 
impacting their decision. We collected data about whether the respondents were 

survey was created in Google forms and then distributed to faculty through email 
and to students through posts on Facebook between March 27 2013 and April 15 
2013. 
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Figure 1a: Overall support for deep shale gas 
exploration in the United States 

Figure 2a: Support for deep shale 
exploration in Bousson among faculty 

Figure 2b: Support for deep shale exploration 
in Bousson among students 

Figure 1b: Overall support for deep shale gas 
exploration in Bousson Natural Preserve 

Figure 3: Support for deep shale gas exploration between the 
economics and environmental science departments 


