History 600: Senior Project I                                          

Spring 2012

Prof. Barry Shapiro; Arter 206; ext. 4304; email: bshapiro
Hours: M 4:15-5:15; T 3:00-4:40; W 9:00-11:30; Th 10:45-11:45
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History 600, a.k.a., the “pre-comp,” is designed to prepare you for the successful completion of your senior comprehensive project in the spring semester. Your main objectives in this course will be: 1) to identify and propose a viable topic for your senior project; 2) to identify and gather reliable and sufficient source material for your proposed topic; 3) to read and understand what other historians have written about your topic; and 4) to complete sufficient research on your topic to compose a chapter-by-chapter outline of what will become your senior project in the spring.

Technical Guides:
Required:

Rampolla, Mary Lynn. A Pocket Guide to Writing in History, 6th ed. Boston: Bedford/St.

Martin’s, 2010.

Recommended: 
Turabian, Kate L. A Manual For Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th ed. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  (This is the required standard for Senior Projects 
 in Allegheny’s Department of History. Several copies are available at the Library.)

                                                 COURSE OUTLINE

Week 1 (Jan. 24): Introduction

Week 2 (Jan. 31): Selecting a Senior Project Director

Week 3 (Feb. 7): What is History?: “Facts” vs. “Interpretations”
Reading: Rampolla, pp. 41-49 and chapter 5; Carr “What is History?” (handout)

Week 4 (Feb. 14): What is History?: “History” vs. “Memory”

Reading: Gorn, “Professing History” (handout); Boyer, “Whose History is it Anyway?” (handout)

Turn in form verifying meeting with Reference Librarian
Week 5 (Feb. 21): Peer Review of Proposal drafts
Rough draft of Proposal due
Week 6 (Feb. 28): No class
Senior Project Proposal due (turn in one copy to me and one copy to your Project Director) 

Week 7 (March 6): Historical Interpretation and the Conversation among Scholars 
Reading: Brundage, “Exploring Changing Interpretations: The Historiographical Essay” (handout)

Week 8 (March 13): Plagiarism and Footnoting

Reading: Rampolla, chapters 6, 7; articles on plagiarism (handouts) 

Week 9 (March 27): No class

Interpretative Essay due (turn in one copy to me and one copy to your Project Director)
Week 10 (April 3): Thesis Statements

Bring your Thesis Statement to class for discussion

Week 11 (April 10): Peer Review of Outline drafts

Rough draft of Outline due

Weeks 12-14 (April 17/April 24/May 1: Student Presentations
April 17: Outline due (turn in one copy to me and one copy to your Project Director

                               COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING  
1. Project Proposal (see attached instructions):                                                       35%
2. Interpretative Essay: Objective is to analyze how other                                      20%
historians have furnished contrasting arguments and interpretations 

concerning your topic (more detailed instructions to follow in due 

course).                                                                                                                     
3. Outline: A chapter-by-chapter account of how you intend to                              20%

demonstrate or argue the validity of your project thesis (more
detailed instructions to be provided during the course of the semester).                                                                                            

4. Student presentation: An oral presentation describing your ongoing                  10%

research and critical elements of your project (more detailed instructions
to be provided during the course of the semester).                                                                            

5. General participation (including attendance)                                                       15%
Note: Grades for the proposal, historiographical essay, and outline will be 

determined in consultation with your Project Director or, if I am the Project
Director, with an additional outside reader.
History 600: Senior Project Proposal Guidelines
Your proposal for your Senior Project should be approximately 3-4 pages and include:

1. A title that clearly conveys the topic and scope of the Senior Project.

2. A paragraph stating your topic and key question(s). 

3. A paragraph or two discussing the background of your topic and why it is important to study.

4. A paragraph or two describing in more detail what you intend to explore regarding your topic, including a restatement of your central question(s). If you have a preliminary thesis at this point, an argument that you will attempt to make or a theory or idea that you will attempt to demonstrate, this is where you put it.

5. A brief description/summary of the argument, debate, or conversation within which the Senior Project figures. In other words, now is the time to start demonstrating an awareness of what other historians have written about your topic (i. e., the historiography on your topic) how you will engage in the scholarly conversation. For example, will you be adding a new perspective? Is your goal to weigh the different historical interpretations against the evidence in order to weave a new narrative, highlight a particular facet of the topic, fill in a perceived blank spot, or make an argument for or against a particular interpretation? Keep in mind that the Senior Project must include an analytical component and not simply be a descriptive narrative.

6. A discussion of your methods and the sources that you intend to use—secondary and primary. This should convey the feasibility of the project. It should also include some mention of your approach and modes of analysis—e.g. whether you will be writing a social, cultural, intellectual, or political history.

7. An extensive bibliography (using Turabian, Chicago Manual of Style), divided into primary and secondary sources.

